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the horrible Auto-da-je threw its lurid glare over that Piazza
Santa Croce which once had shone with the joy and bright-
ness of Lorenzo's and Giuhano's tournaments.

Not even when Ferdinand came to rule independently
was there at first much change in this latter respect. It was
in the year 1641 that in the great hall of the refectory of
Santa Croce there took place, in the presence of the Princes
of the Blood, the nobility, and the whole of the Ministers
and high officials of the Government, the celebrated trial of
Pandolfo Ricasoli, a canon of the cathedral, and a man of
much learning and respectability, who was accused (whether
truly or falsely will never be known) of giave and scandalous
immoralities; and he and one Faustina Mainardi, who was
asserted to be his accomplice, after first doing penance in
the Piazza Santa Croce uin garments painted with flames
and devils," were condemned to be walled up alive in one of the
dungeons of Santa Croce; which sentence was carried out.-6
It is evident that Ferdinand had strong doubts whether the
whole charge was not simply due to bitter animosity on the
part of another ecclesiastic. He censured the latter foi over-
officiousness in the way he brought forward the accusation,
and eventually effected his removal from Florence to Rome,
thence, however, the same individual was shortly afterwards
sent back to Florence promoted to the high office of head 01
the Inquisition in that city. The insult was one of many which
Pope Urban VIII contrived to give Ferdinand in revenue for
the opposition which he had encountered from the Medici to
his seizure of Urbino.

But though Ferdinand thus failed for a long time to exert
any successful opposition to the dominant power of the
Jesuits, in other directions he gradually brought about im-
provements, more especially as his brothers began to grow
older and to assist him in public affairs. Moreover, finding it
so difficult to bring about a satisfactory state of things in
regard tc the administration of the country so long as Urban